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been hitherto in vogue. Certainly the ascription
is too varied and too great to be accomplished by a
human being, but it, all the same, is important inasmuch
as the Chinese people accepted these as social pheno-
mena achieved and developed by human agency.
They even hinted at the matriarchal beginning of so-
ciety and at the creation of the institution of marriage
from which all relationship springs up.
Likewise the next logical step is suggested by as-
cribing the introduction of agricultural life to the
Emperor Shon-nung, supposed to have lived in the
twenty-eighth century B. c. It is in the fitness of
things that his name should have borne the implication
of the "Divine Labourer." With the third Historical
emperor Huang-ti, the "Yellow emperor/3 Ssi-ma
Tsien begins his history. The first two emperors have
been referred to in much earlier texts. The original
empire had been a narrow strip of land along the
Yellow river and around the present city of Si-an-fu.
Huang-ti is related to have extended the bounds of
this domain to more honourable dimensions. Nume-
rous cultural innovations are ascribed to this emperor
whose rule is said to have commenced in 2704 B. c.
according to one authority and in 2491 according
to another. He was perhaps the first emperor to engage
in war against the Hiung-nu, the ancestors of the Huns,
who occupied the northern frontiers of his empire.
Hsia Dynasty (c. 1994-c. 1523 B. c.)
According to traditinal accounts, the first Chinese
dynasty was Hsia, founded about 1994 B. c. by
Yu the Great, who was noted for the control of the
floods. The emperor is supposed to have cast nine
large bronze tripods upon which were engraved the
descriptions of the nine regions of his realm among
which he is said to have divided his empire. His
exploits are recorded in a section of the Shu Ching
(Document *of History} known as Tribute to Tu.